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Professor Wanda Kisiel, a long-
standing Head of the Depart-
ment of Phytochemistry, Insti-
tute of Pharmacology, Polish 
Academy of Sciences, Kraków, 
Chairperson of the Commis-
sion of Natural Medicine and 
Biotechnology, Committee on 
Therapy and Drug Research 
PAS, member of the Editorial 
Advisory Board of „Herba Po-

lonica”, passed away on March 19th, 2018.
Professor Wanda Kisiel, née Kamycka, was born 

on January 21st, 1946, in Sietesz (Podkarpackie prov-
ince). In 1964, she finished a high school in Łańcut 
and started her studies at the Faculty of Pharmacy, 
Nicolaus Copernicus Medical Academy in Kraków 
(nowadays Medical College, Jagiellonian Univer-
sity), in the field of officinal pharmacy. In 1969, 
she graduated and completed her Master Degree 
thesis entitled: ‘Effect of Temperature on Viability 
of Toxoplasma gondii’. In the same year, she started 
her work at the Department of Phytochemistry, In-
stitute of Pharmacology, PAS, initially as ‘engineer-
intern’. The Department remained her base for her 
entire 45-year professional career.

Professor Wanda Kisiel, valued expert in the field 
of spectroscopic analysis of terpenoids, started her 
career as a phytochemist, investigating indole alka-
loids of Amsonia angustifolia. The study was con-
ducted under the supervision of dr. Helena Tomczyk, 
Head of the Phytochemistry Department at that time. 
However, scientific interests of the young pharma-
cist quickly shifted to plant terpenoids. In 1973, she 
completed her first scientific internship in the Insti-
tute of Organic Chemistry, PAS, Warsaw, where she 
met Professor Włodzimierz Daniewski who worked 
on sesquiterpene lactones from higher fungi. In 1975, 

she obtained a doctoral degree with thesis entitled: 
‘Phytochemical research on sesquiterpene lactones 
and flavonoids from Vernonia flexuosa Sims.’ and 
entered the group of scientific workers of the Insti-
tute. At that time, she had already gained some ex-
perience in work with her favourite group of plant 
secondary metabolites – sesquiterpene lactones. The 
compounds remained her lifelong passion. Recogni-
tion for her work has resulted in a fast promotion to 
the position of assistant professor. Her second sci-
entific internship, the Institute of Organic Chemis-
try and Biochemistry of Czechoslovak Academy of 
Sciences in Prague, headed by Professor František 
Šorm, an expert on plant sesquiterpenoids, resulted 
in further improvement of her research skills. In 
1981–1988, she was an Acting Head of the Depart-
ment of Phytochemistry. Meanwhile, in 1986, she 
completed her post-doctoral thesis on sesquiterpene 
lactones from Crepis capillaris. The investigation on 
the plant led to an isolation and structural elucidation 
of three new guaianolides and four new sesquiter-
pene lactone glycosides. The scientific degree was 
conferred to her by the Faculty of Pharmacy of the 
Nicolaus Copernicus Medical Academy in Kraków. 

Two years after post-doctoral tenure she got the po-
sition of the Head of Department of Phytochemistry 
at the Institute of Pharmacology, PAS, Kraków, and 
four years later the first Ph.D. degree was awarded 
to a person working under her leadership. Scholars-
chip founded by the German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD), in 1991, brought an important 
event in her professional life. She had an occa-
sion to work in the Institute of Organic Chemistry, 
Technical University, Berlin, under the guidance 
of Professor Ferdinand Bohlmann, whose scien-
tific achievements she admired. From that time she 
maintained scientific contacts with Professor Jasmin 
Jakupović, a former apprentice and close co-worker 
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of Professor Bohlmann. In 1995, at the request of the 
Pharmaceutical Faculty Council of the Jagiellonian 
University Medical College in Kraków she became a 
professor. In the same year, Professor Wanda Kisiel 
was nominated for the position of associate profes-
sor in the Institute of Pharmacology PAS (two years 
later full professorship was granted to her).

Her studies were devoted to sesquiterpenes from 
several genera of the Asteraceae family, e.g.: Heleni-
um, Vernonia, Zinnia, Crepis, Tanacetum and Picris, 
but undoubtedly the most known and cited of her 
achievements were those dealing with secondary 
metabolites of Cichorium spp., Lactuca spp., and 
Taraxacum spp. In particular, numerous studies on 
sesquiterpene lactones and lignans from Lactuca 
spp. are worth mentioning, including descriptions 
of new compounds and phytochemical investi-
gations of non-European species of the genus, as 
well as studies on sesquiterpenes of Cichorium 
spp. (revision of the structure, possible rearrange-
ments). Many valuable studies originated from co-
operation with Polish colleagues, either from the 
parent Institute (Professors: Anna Wesołowska, 
Ewa Chojnacka-Wójcik) or from universities, e.g.: 
Jagiellonian University Medical College (Profes-
sors: Stanisław Kohlműnzer, Jan Grzybek, Jadwiga 
Robak, Halina Ekiert, Zbigniew Janeczko), Medi-
cal University of Łódź (Prof. Halina Wysokińska), 
Poznań University of Medical Sciences (Prof. Ger-
ard Nowak), Medical University of Lublin (asst. 
prof. Renata Nowak). Her international scientific 
contacts with scientists from Germany (Professors: 
Siegfried Huneck, Jasmin Jakupović, Irmgard Mer-
fort), Italy (Professors: Maurizio Bruno, Franco 
Piozzi), Austria (Prof. Christian Zidorn), Israel 
(Prof. Alex Beharav) and Czech Republic (Prof. 
Aleš Lebeda) were also very important and fruit-
ful. The most prominent results of those mutual 

scientific efforts were papers on sedative and anal-
gesic effects of crude preparations and isolated ses-
quiterpene lactones from Lactuca virosa L. and Ci-
chorium intybus L. in mice, and on structure-activity 
relationship of sesquiterpene lactones as inhibitors 
of the transcription factor NF-κB.

Apart from the scientific activity, Professor Wan-
da Kisiel had been an active member of the Com-
mission of Natural Medicine and Biotechnology 
of the Committee on Therapy and Drug Research 
PAS (since 1984), at first (1984–1996), as a Secre-
tary of the Commission, then as its Chairperson 
(1999–2011). From 1996, she was also a member 
of the Committee on Therapy and Drug Research 
PAS. Moreover, she served to the community of 
Polish phytochemists with her expertise as a review-
er, promotor and tutor. 

She was a leading author or co-author of ca 
130 original research articles covered by Web of 
Science or Scopus databases, and also authored nu-
merous monographs and popular science papers. 
Professor Wanda Kisiel promoted four doctors, su-
pervised master thesis research of students from the 
Pharmaceutical Faculty in Kraków, and trained in-
terns and younger colleagues who were seeking her 
help in solving analytical problems.

With her passing we lost not only scientific au-
thority, critical reviewer of our scientific work, valu-
able partner in discussions, but also warm-hearted 
person, with a good sense of humour who always 
cared about the quality of research and good habits 
not only in science.
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